
Treasure Valley BMP Grant Program

1. LBWC applies for 319 and State Ag. BMP grants.

2. LBWC, CSWCD, NRCS notify landowners of available funding & grant application opportunities.

3. CSWCD receives applications and assists landowners with BMP project designs, work plans, & cost estimates.

4. LBWC 319 TAC Committee (LBWC, CSWC, NRCS, DEQ et al) reviews, ranks and recommends grant 

applications for LBWC’s approval.

5. Prioritize projects that maximize sediment and phosphorus load reductions to meet TMDL objectives.

6. Grants approved by the LBWC are secured by agreements with grantees to ensure:

A. compliance with federal and state grant requirements

B. accountability for implementation and performance reporting.
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Treasure Valley BMP Grant Program

Three categories of projects:

A. On-farm BMPs consisting mostly of conversions from flood to pressure irrigation

B. No-till drills that are utilized on multiple fields throughout the watershed

A. Tributary (drain & canal) treatment basins called “watershed scale” projects
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Treasure Valley BMP Projects- 2009-2020:  Acres Treated & Load Reductions

Attachment 7
3/9/2021



Implementation:  On Farm Projects
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Conversion Projects

Pressure Irrigation (pivots, wheel Lines, drip)
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No Till Drills and Roller Crimper

▪ Estimated improvements:

▪ Decreased runoff

▪ Increased infiltration and soil health

▪ In much demand (Treasure Valley Soil Health 
Initiative)

▪ Used for organic, row crop and pasture 
renovation
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No Till Drills

Water Quality Benefits: Estimate 70% reduction in soil loss, sediment and phosphorus loading

Financial Benefits: • Add grazing value of $150 per acre by using cover crops as a feed source

• No-till drills save around $100 per acre for each crop planted based off fuel and labor

• Reduce or eliminate the need to till

• Reduce the wear and tear on equipment

• Plant crops earlier due to fewer ground preparation requirements

Soil Management: • Growing diverse crops increases soil organic matter, biodiversity, & water retention

• Cover crops provide nutrients for cash crops, suppress weeds and reduce erosion

• Adding legumes into your rotation fixes nitrogen into the soil
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Implementation:  2020 CSWCD No-Till Drill Projects
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Drain Treatment Projects
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Drain Treatment Projects:  Farmers Co-Op Canal
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Drain Treatment Projects:  Mill Slough
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Mason Creek Drain Treatment & WQ Trading Demonstration Project
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Implementation Results:  Monitoring
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